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Listening to Jupiter
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What your listening to

Jupiter is a source of powerful bursts of natural 
radio waves that can produce exotic sounds 
when picked up using Ham or Shortwave 
receivers. 
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How it happens

¸ Where does the radio signal get so much power?

¸ It starts with Jupiter's volcanic moon Io. 

¸ Tidal forces from Jupiter and its other large satellites superheat 
the interior of the moon Io and make it the most volcanic body in 
the Solar System. 

¸ Volcanic materials are thrown far above Io's surface. Much of 
that enters orbit around Jupiter, forming a huge gaseous donut 
around the giant planet.  

¸ With a diameter the size of Io's orbit, the electrically conducting 
"Io torus," as it's known, spans 525,000 miles and has an 
important impact on Jupiter's magnetic environment.


