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Paul Owen took this beautiful twilight shot of (L to R) the day-old 
Moon, Venus and Mercury on March 18, 2018, with Mercury three 
days past greatest eastern elongation. The lunar crescent points to-
ward the Sun, which is about 9º below the horizon. The steep angle 
of the ecliptic is to the right of Venus, which was 1º below the 
ecliptic. The Moon is 4º below, and Mercury 2.5º above the ecliptic. 

Statement of Policy 
https://www.rasc.ca/system/files/RASC_Policy_Manual_2018_Ver5.6.pdf 

  
This policy applies to and protects all members, guests, 
staff, contractors, exhibitors and others (collectively, 
“Participants”) who attend or participate in any meeting or 
other activity of The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 
(the “RASC” or the “Society”) .  
 
It is the policy of the RASC that all Participants in Society or 
Centre meetings and other activities will enjoy an environ-
ment free from all forms of harassment and discrimination. 
This includes being free from retaliation for making a com-
plaint or participating in an investigation of a complaint made 
under this policy. The RASC is committed to providing an 
atmosphere that encourages free expression and the ex-
change of ideas. In pursuit of that principle, the RASC is 
dedicated to equality of opportunity and treatment for all 
Participants, regardless of sex, gender identity or expres-
sion, sexual orientation, race, national or ethnic origin, reli-
gion or religious belief, age, marital status, disabilities, or 
any other characteristic that is not related to scientific merit. 
These are collectively referred to in the policy as “Protected 
Characteristics”. Harassment, sexual or otherwise, is mis-
conduct that undermines the integrity of the RASC and is 
disruptive of Society activities. Such misconduct is prohibit-
ed, and violators of this policy will be subject to discipline. 

RASC Anti-Harassment Policy 
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Find us on ... 

 

Events 2018  
  

Kouchibouguac Spring Star Fest 
June 15 - 16  

Mount Carleton Star Party  
July 13 - 14  

Mactaquac COW August 10 - 11  
Fundy Park Stargaze  

August  31 - September 1  
Kouchibouguac Fall Stargaze  

September 14 - 15  
  

National Star Party: September 15 
Fall Astronomy Day: October 13  

RASC NB Annual Meeting at 
Moncton HS: October 20 

International Observe the Moon 
Night: October 20  

 

FACEBOOK  
https://www.facebook.com/RASC.NB  

  

TWITTER 
 https://twitter.com/rascnb  

NB Astronomy Clubs 
Réunion / Meetings 

 
SRAC/RASC Centre du NB Centre  

  
May 26 Rockwood Park, Saint John  

June 23 Moncton High School  
  

http://www.nb.rasc.ca/  
_________________________________ 

 
William Brydone Jack Astronomy Club 

(Fredericton)  
When:   Second Tuesday of the month     

Where: Fredericton, UNB Campus       
2 Bailey Drive, Room 203 

www.frederictonastronomy.ca  
  

————————————————— 
Saint John Astronomy Club  

When:    First Saturday of the month      
Where: Rockwood Park Interpretation      

Centre.  
www.sjastronomy.ca  

  
————————————————— 

Astronomy - Astronomie Moncton   
  

When: First Quarter Moon weekend    
observing  

Where: Moncton HS Observatory 
www.astronomymoncton.org  



Bumbling about in  
Binoculars 

by  Ted Dunphy 

As amateur astronomers, binoculars are 
often our first foray into the darkness. 
They are an excellent way to learn your 
way around the starry town above us. 
 
But sadly, they are soon forgotten and put 
away on a shelf when the brand new shin-
ny telescope arrives on the doorstep. 
 
But then one murky night, as the dog goes 
about his business, you poke your head 
outside and discover stars, millions of 
them begging your attention. You ponder, 
it’s a little late to be awakening the behe-
moth from the basement, so you clamber 
about the house, looking for that double-
barreled buddy you put on shelf some time 
ago, patiently awaiting your return.  To-
gether you go out into the darkness and 
soon you’re lost in space. 
 
So what happens when you leave an as-
tronomer out in the dark too long?                          
 
 …You start to see things! With that said, 
here are a few fun asterisms to enjoy with 
your binoculars  
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Beehive Cluster (M44) between Leo and 
Gemini. RA 8h 40m, Dec +19.59º 

A mysterious cloudy spot that comes alive 
in binoculars. Unlike most clusters the 
stars here are of all ages and sizes, the 
largest having migrated towards the centre 
and the lighter ones to the outside. Now 
look for those larger stars and see if you 
spot a “Ghost Buster” lurking there. Beau-
tiful Struve 1254 locates the nose. 
 

The Sailboat in Leo Minor.   
RA 10h 14m, Dec +31.30º 

 
These poor sailors look to have battled a 
fierce gale and lost, as now their sailboat 
lays capsized. 

 
 

Mini Coathanger in Ursa Minor.  RA 
16h 29m, Dec +80.13º 

 
Looking like its larger cousin Cr399 “The 
Coathanger” in Vulpecula, this doppel-
gänger was made for tiny folks. 
 

The Pouncing Fox  
 

Located just a few degrees below (south 
of) the “Mini Coathanger,” this asterism 
fills the binoculars. And with a little imag-
ination you, too, might see a little fox 
springing into action at this time of year.  
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I was out with my daughter Tasha on May 
12 before supper, around 17:30, and found 
Venus with a pair of birdwatching binocu-
lars. Yvon Hachey sold them to my daugh-
ter for $5 at one of our Centre meetings. 
She is so proud of her first pair of binos 
that she bought with her own money. 
 
I was able to see Venus in the daytime 
with the binos but could not pick it up na-
ked eye; likely something to do with con-
secutive 80 hour work weeks and lack of 
sleep. Although. of course. when a large 
cloud covered the Sun Venus 'popped' as 
the indirect sunlight was not adding to the 
light glare. 
 
A few years ago we had our Annual Meet-
ing in Moncton and there was more sepa-
ration between the Sun and Venus and I 
was able to pick it out quite quickly naked 
eye, which was quite cool. 
 
Additionally cool is that, because of a 
back injury, I have not been doing a lot of 
astronomy so it was nice to do some ob-
serving and share it with my daughter.  

Venus in Daylight 
 

by Chris Weadick 

 

 

Paul Owen captured the March 31 Sugar 
Maple full Moon rising over Bloomfield. 
Can you see the golden Easter Bunny? 



Age 12yrs old 
Telescope: 8"Celestron Dobsonian 

 
Why are you interested in astronomy? 

I love to look at the stars and meeting new 
people. 
 

Favourite object seen in telescope? 
The planet Saturn. 
 

If you had $1000 what would you buy 
for astronomy? 

- red flashlight so I can see maps at night 
- green laser pointer to show other people 
where they will be looking in the sky 
when using the telescope 
- star maps so I can find objects in the sky 
- star book so I can know what is up in the 
night sky to help me plan my evening 
- tripod for my binoculars 
 

Why did you join the Society? 
When I was little my dad told me about 
the Society and it sounded really interest-
ing. I wanted to meet other people who 
like to talk about astronomy. I think there 
is lots that I can learn and the other mem-
bers can help me. 
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What would you suggest to someone new to astronomy? 
They should get a telescope and some star charts and join an astronomy club to start 
learning about the fun they can have with astronomy. Come to a star party to try out 
telescopes and meet other people who also love astronomy! 

Focus on… 

Natasha Weadick 

Zoom in to see Tasha in front with the cool sunglasses and 
proud Dad Chris way in the back wearing the canopy hat. 



CAN YOU SOLVE THIS PUZZLE  
 

CREATED BY TED DUNPHY? 
 

Answer to the previous puzzle: 
 

LUNAR SKETCHER =  
 

CRATER TRACER 
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* Number of people viewing Chris Curwin’s telescope live feed on Facebook (included in totals). 
 

 

RASC NB Outreach Events and Handouts 

Year # of 

Events 

People 

(Live 

Feed *) 

Star 

Finders 

English 

Star 

Finders 

French 

Moon 

Guides 

English 

Moon 

Guides 

French 

Getting 

Started In  

Astronomy 

Volunteer 

Hours 

2012 75 4658 2188 229 1852 137     

2013 102 4119 1602 8 1513 120     

2014 104 4843 1716 241 1378 199     

2015 114 7262 2106 244 2568 156 819   

2016 219 9498 1984 115 2290 87 514 988 

2017 248 18,453 

(7533) 

2276 162 2262 131 340 1944 

2018 52 15,169 

(14,196) 

399 34 438 34 50 288 

Types of Outreach Events 

Year Presenta-

tion 

Night 

Observing 

Day Ob-

serving 

Youth 

Group 

School 

Talks 

Exhibi-

tion 

Observ./ 

Planet’m 

2012 12 24 2 12 17 8 0 

2013 24 24 3 12 32 7 0 

2014 23 21 20 17 12 8 3 

2015 22 33 23 7 15 13 1 

2016 31 55 39 19 54 11 10 

2017 61 89 22 19 50 6 1 

2018 13 19 4 8 7 1 0 



Anna-Malenfant School  
 
Just before Christmas, I was talking with a 
co-worker and she mentioned her son had 
expressed an interest in astronomy. He 
was in Grade 3 at Anna-Malenfant School 
in Dieppe. I mentioned that I do astrono-
my presentations for school kids, and that 
if her son was interested I could do a 
presentation to his class. She said she 
would most certainly be interested, and 
that she would ask his teacher at  a parent- 
teacher meeting that week. 
 
The teacher accepted my offer and I sent 
an email describing my background with 
RASC NB, my hobby, what RASC does, 
etc. I told her I had done about 15 presen-
tations at different schools before. We cor-
responded and came to a mutual date of 
Thursday, March 29, from 13:15 to 14:30. 
I cleared it with my boss and confirmed 
the time was okay. I also told her I had 
some astronomy stuff from RASC to give 
to each student after my presentation, and 
I would have a RASC calendar that she 
could do a draw for after I was done. 
 
I left work on March 29 and, after present-
ing myself to the administration, I arrived 
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at the classroom. The kids were finishing a 
quiet reading time so I set up the Power-
Point presentation on the teacher’s laptop, 
and got the Moon maps and star charts 
ready on a table in the back of the class. 
 
After the reading session was done the 
teacher introduced me and I started my 
presentation, with her help at the laptop 
advancing my slides for me as I was in the 
back of the class. As I was doing the 
presentation I took my green laser and 
highlighted something on the board. LOL, 
that always gets some “Cool” or “WOW” 
remarks from the students. I always en-
gage the students during the presentation, 
stopping for a few seconds to ask them 
questions. Just about every student had 
their hands up to answer. The rest of my 
presentation went very well; the kids were 
excited but polite, very attentive and eager 
to answer to the questions I asked. 
 
At the start of my session I tell the kids to 
pay attention as I have a small quiz at the 
end. After I was done I started with the 
questions. Every student I went to for the 
answer got it right, they really did pay at-
tention! It always amazes me how eager 
they are to learn astronomy and how much 
they already know. I then answered the 
students and questions. Once done they 
thanked me, and I praised them for being 
good and said how I was impressed with 
their knowledge on astronomy. 

 
I asked them to pick up the Moon charts 
and star charts at the back of the class-
room. During this time the teacher did a 
draw for the calendar, and I gave a calen-
dar to my co-worker’s son for asking me 
to give the talk. He and another student 
gave me a small Easter basket. All the kids 
were getting treats from the teacher (being 
Easter weekend) and they made one for 

School Astronomy  

Presentations 
by Gerry Allain 

Gerry Allain in Presentation Mode 
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me. He leaned over and whispered 
“There’s a surprise inside the treat.” I 
thanked them and said goodbye; they all 
waved goodbye and said “Thank you, Mr. 
Gerard.” Stuff like this makes my day. 
 
I can’t wait to do it again. The day that I 
retire, I am going to do this all winter at 
various schools. I must have been a teach-
er in a past life. 
 

Garderie Petits Moineaux  
(Little Swallows Daycare)  

 
In April I was contacted by the owner of a 
daycare (I have played Santa at this day-
care the last two years so they know who I 
am) to see if I would do an astronomy 
presentation. The day care has themes and 
activities with the kids. One week they 
brought the kids to the firehall, another 
week it was at a woodworking shop. This 
week it was a space theme, and the owner 
called to see if I would do one for the kids.  
So on May 16 I showed up, prepared the 
projector and waited for the first group of 
younger kids (ages 3-4). I simplified my 
presentation for them to just include imag-
es, no text. It was my first time doing kids 
that young but it went very well; they 
liked the images of the planets, aurora etc. 
 
Once they were done, I waited for the old-
er group (ages 6-8). Some had already ar-
rived and while we were waiting for the 

rest to show up I decided to keep them oc-
cupied by playing with them, doing shad-
ow puppets with my hands in the projector 
lights. They liked that and we had some 
laughs. 
 
After the kids were settled in I started the 
presentation. That, too, went well, as they 
were excited and seemed very interested, 
and had some very interesting questions. 
Some knew the answers to my questions, 
even at that age. It never ceases to amaze 
me how much some of the younger kids 
already know about the stars. As I was 
talking about Mars and how long a year 
was there, I asked a boy how old he was. 
He said “8 years old,” and I told him if he 
were on Mars he would be only 4. Well, 
boy oh boy, the kids laughed at that one. 
When I talked about Jupiter, and that a 
year takes 12 years, I heard one say very 
seriously to the kid next to him, “I would 
not have any birthday presents yet!” 

The kids also were impressed with the col-
ours of the auroras. One boy asked “Are 
they rare?” I said “Yes, here they are, we 
do see them but not often. Santa at the 
North Pole sees them all the time, almost 
every night.” He looked at me, let that 
sink in and just said, wide eyed, “WOW, 
lucky.” 
 
Once all done I had them ask questions. 
One asked how big the universe was. I 
told him “It’s so big, that some stars have 
been born, but the light has not reached us 
yet.” Eyes and mouth wide open he turned 
to his friend and said “That’s big!”  
 
The owner asked the kids if they would be 
interested in coming out this fall with us to 
look into the telescopes, and a very loud 
“YES” was said by all. When she said that 
would be organized they all cheered. 
 
After the presentation, the staff and the 
kids thanked me for being there, and I 
thanked them for the invitation. I had a 
great time, I enjoyed engaging the kids, 
they were very polite, and very curious. I 
told the owner they were doing a great job 
taking the kids to all these places to keep 
them entertained, educated, and exposing 
them to things that could put them on a 
path to a career or hobby, or both. 
 
Thank you, Garderie Petits Moineaux, for 
an enjoyable afternoon. 


